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Nursing Students' Experience of Participating in Pharmacology Learning
Clubs: Qualitative Research

Kim, Hae Ok

Professor, Department of Nursing, Kyungnam University, Changwon, Korea

Purpose: This study aimed to intensely explore, understand, and describe the experience of nursing students' participation in
pharmacology learning circle. Methods: The participants of this study were 15 students who were sophomores at the college of
nursing, had experience in a pharmacology learning circle, and agreed to participate in this study. Data collection was carried out
through individual interviews in-depth. Data were collected from February 2 to May 31,2018, and were analyzed with the inductive
content analysis method of Elo and Kyngas (2008). Results: The participants' experiences of the pharmacology learning circle
were divided into four main categories, seven categories, and 26 sub-categories. The four main categories were ‘First experience
of pharmacology learning circle’, ‘Overcoming fear of pharmacology course’, ‘Building a sense of camaraderie and solidarity’,
“Interest and reward for learning pharmacology’. Conclusion: As the participants experienced pharmacology learning circle
activities, the prejudice that pharmacology was difficult disappeared, and a sense of camaraderie and solidarity with the team
members was formed. As a result, the participants developed an interest in pharmacology and felt rewarded for the learning circle
activities.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participants (N=15)
Variables Categories n (%)
Age (yr) >21 8(53.3)
21~25 5(33.3)
40~48 2(13.3)
Male 6(40.0)
Sex Female 9(60.0)
3rd 13(86.6)
Grade 4th 2(13.4)
1.5~2.4 (Low) 0(0.0)
Academic performance 2.5~3.4 (Middle) 3(20.0)
3.5~4.5 (Advanced) 12 (80.0)
Motivation for choosing Aptlﬁude and interest 8(53.3)
department Advice 2(13.3)
adepartme Occupation 5(33.3)
Dissatisfaction 0(0.0)
Satisfaction with major Moderate 3(20.0)
Satisfaction 12(80.0)
Learning club experience Yes 2(134)
& P No 13(86.6)
Alone 14 (93.3)
Study style Together 1(6.7)
Academic course Students 15(100.0)
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Table 2. Experience Participating in a Pharmacology Learning Club
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Main category Category

Sub-category

First experience of
pharmacology learning
circle

To genera intteerest and motivation
for pharmacology

- Having curiosity about pharmacology
- Recommendations from friends
- Interest in new social activities

- Accumulating new experiences

Easy access to pharmacology

- Reducing the psychological burden of unfamiliar subjects

- Various learning methods
- Intent to study pharmacology with ease

Overcoming fear of
pharmacology course

Exploring effective learning
methods

- Learning to remember drug names easily
- The transition from simple memorization to understanding principles and
application methods

- Coordinating complex learning content with team members
- Taking responsibility

- Creating regular study habits

- Motivation for one's study

- Preview and discuss after review

Reaching common learning goals

- Various learning activities with team members

- Learning from diverse opinions and feedback

Building a sense of
camaraderie and
solidarity

Receiving diverse opinions from
team members

Developing the ability to
collaborate

- Resolving the difficulty of coordinating time with team members
- Resolving feedback difficulties among team members

- Building good rapport with team members
- Promoting problem-solving skills and a sense of responsibility

- Empathizing and comforting each other about difficult learning
- Encouraging each other during exams
- Realizing that I'm not the only one struggling

Interest and reward for
learning pharmacology

Recognition of the pharmacology
learning circle

- Reflection on ineffective learning methods
- Awareness of the usefulness of learning circle

- A better understanding of pharmacology
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